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The introduction prepares the reader for the journey so you need to introduce the topic and your approach to it. Be concise. At a minimum, your introduction contains the what, why and how of your work. It should: outline the context; show that you understand what the question is; briefly outline how you propose to develop your argument and the analysis and clearly state what your argument will be.

The following template works well for introductions and may help you when you are first learning how to write them. Write one or two sentences in the introduction covering each of the following areas:

· Theme: Welcome and grab the reader. Talk generally about the broad topic, and then move to the way that you’ll be limiting the scope of the discussion – for example the time or place or specific example that you’ll be examining.
· Research Question: Quickly cover the actual research question that you are answering in the essay. You can use phrases like, “In this paper I ask the question, or, “This research is concerned with the issue of…”.
· Rationale: Contextualise the research – why does it matter?
· How: Tell the reader how you will answer the question/ approach the research in this essay. You can use words like “First … examine ... Second … using… discuss…”
· Argument: What will your argument be?


Question
Identify and evaluate an area of government policy with reference to recent policy initiatives

Example
Discrimination and disadvantage are not uncommon experiences for young people in Australia, and today this is nowhere more apparent than when they try to access the private rental market. In this paper I question the adequacy of the current Victorian government’s policies to help young renters, in light of the significant and multiple barriers faced by young people. This topic deserves discussion because it is only by developing an appreciation of these barriers, and the efforts that have been made by young people despite them, that a more equitable system can emerge. In this essay I focus on the experiences of young people entering the rental market to highlight the discrimination that they experience from real estate agents and landlords. I will argue that policies designed to build more affordable housing will remain largely ineffective unless the government also takes into consideration the issue of discrimination facing young renters. I then argue that despite these barriers, there are indications of positive developments stemming from the actions of young renters who have organized their own housing support services. Drawing specifically from the initiatives taken by housing activists, I also contend that there is a need to reframe this as an issue of rights, rather than one predominantly of economics. Overall I argue that in order to the address the significant inequities and discrimination faced by young renters a whole of government approach is required.
